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In this update; 

• Chilled Education in numbers 
• Teachers go behind the scenes at 

Greencore 
• Chilled food high on the careers agenda 

at Harrogate, Bedford, Kettering & 
Norwich 

• Scouts - be prepared to have clean 
hands! 

• Design & Technology under threat 
• Spreading the word 

 

Dear Reader, 

When the Chilled Food Association launched Chilled 
Education last September it had a big ambition. It set 
out to inspire and enthuse young people to find out 
more about food and consider a career in the industry.  

Working with the Design and Technology 
Association (D&TA) Chilled Education combines 
teacher-generated free online classroom resources 
with the practical approach of taking food professionals 
into the classroom to share their skills. And so far the 
education sector, and the food industry are finding it’s a 
winning formula.  

This newsletter gives an update of the progress made 
so far.  

If you’re not yet involved we welcome you to get in 
touch! Your experience and commitment will help us 
inspire future generation of chilled food professionals, 
and will ensure the industry remains as vibrant and vital 
as it is today.  

  

Kaarin Goodburn MBE 

CFA Secretary General  
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Chilled Education in Numbers 
  
30,000 CFA-branded LCD fridge thermometers produced for children to take home 
15,000 Chilled careers leaflets distributed 
6,000   Educational professionals getting Chilled Education news in D&TA’s Designing and D&T Practice  
 
3,100   Visits to the Chilled Education resources via the Times Educational Supplement   
 
2,500   Lesson plan downloads resulting from those visits 
750      Glo-Germ hand washing training kits donated by CFA  
129      Teachers using CFA fridge thermometers, chilled careers leaflets and Glo-Germ kits 
100      Teachers trained by D&TA trainers  
 
10        CFA-sponsored students at the 2012 University of Nottingham Food Science Summer School  
 

 Teachers go behind the scenes at Greencore                                 
In February nine teachers from eight schools in the East Midlands visited Greencore’s Northampton site to 
tour the factory floor and meet the teams responsible for producing up to 400,000 sandwiches and wraps every 
day.  

The day gave the teachers first-hand experience of all aspects of chilled food production at the factory. They 
went away ready and eager to take their knowledge back in the classroom. One enthusiastic teacher saw it as 
“an amazing update on technology” while another added that it was: “great to take theory from the text book 
and see it in practice”.  

Greencore is the first company to invite teachers to see their work first hand. Helen Dixon, its Business 
Compliance Manager in Northants: “Greencore is seeing the pool of qualified and enthusiastic potential 
employees slowly drying up as fewer young people choose to take up food science as a subject.  We want to 
change unfounded negative perceptions of the industry and one way to do this is to give teachers, and 
students, first hand experience.” 

CFA Member Samworth Brothers are in discussion with CFA regarding their hosting a similar CPD event for 
teachers. 

Other CFA members interested in hosting a similar visit please contact cfa@chilledfood.org.    
 

  

Scouts – be prepared to have clean hands! 
Although Chilled Education is mainly aimed at teachers and their students it’s not just about formal 
education. CFA recently heard from an Environmental Health Officer in Belfast who also leads a Beaver 
Scout company. She ran two programmes for her 6–8 old boys using the Glo-Germ kits to show them the 
importance of proper handwashing.  

The scouts had great fun and learnt a lot. Could we be looking a future scout badge for good hygiene?! 

 

 

http://101smartmessenger.co.uk/_act/link.php?mId=P918542867773055104416706481814&tId=25136625
http://101smartmessenger.co.uk/_act/link.php?mId=P918542867773055104416706481814&tId=25136626
http://101smartmessenger.co.uk/_act/link.php?mId=P918542867773055104416706481814&tId=25136627
http://101smartmessenger.co.uk/_act/link.php?mId=P918542867773055104416706481814&tId=25136628
http://101smartmessenger.co.uk/_act/link.php?mId=P918542867773055104416706481814&tId=25136628
http://101smartmessenger.co.uk/_act/link.php?mId=P918542867773055104416706481814&tId=25136630
http://101smartmessenger.co.uk/_act/link.php?mId=P918542867773055104416706481814&tId=25136632
mailto:cfa@chilledfood.org
http://www.greencore.com/
http://www.greencore.com/�


  

Chilled food high on careers agenda in Harrogate, Bedford, Kettering and Norwich 
Capitalising on interest generated by National Careers Week CFA recently made appearances in Harrogate, 
Bedford and Kettering. 

In early March Secretary General Kaarin Goodburn and CFA Chair Alison Robertson, Technical Director of 
Hain Daniels, talked to students and staff at a science careers fair at St Aidan’s C of E 
High School in Harrogate.  

Over 800 people attended and Kaarin presented to an additional 240 Year 9 students. 
The fair’s organiser, Marian Farrar, was delighted with the response from parents and 
pupils alike: “It’s vitally important for young people to be able to receive advice and 
guidance from manufacturing companies and visiting career professionals and CFA have 
been absolutely brilliant in offering such support. We really appreciate all the effort and 
time invested, we calculate over 1,000 attended on the day. That is a very healthy 
number of people to have influenced or positively promoted Food Science to, in one 
day!” 

Later in the month at Bedfordshire College (a further education college, offering courses at all levels from 
entry level to higher education) CFA participated in a careers fair and presented to 40 science students and 
hospitality students aged 16+.The event was held to raise awareness amongst the students of careers 
opportunities and what employers look for. Organisers were pleased to see over 100 people attend.  

Also in March Kaarin gave a well-received presentation to 200 Year 11 students at Kettering’s Bishop 
Stopford School at the request of a D&T teacher who had taken part in the February visit to Greencore 
Northampton. 

CFA has also accepted an invitation to be present at the Institute of Food Research Open Days (Inside 
IFR) on 28 and 29 September. More than 300 students are expected to attend on the first day, together with 
the Institute of Food Science and Technology and a number of universities. The second day is open to the 
general public and organisers expect more than 500 people to visit.  

  

Design and Technology in schools under threat 
   

Chilled Education is supporting D&TA in its campaign to keep Design and Technology (D&T) on the National 
Curriculum.   

The government’s review of the Curriculum in England is proposing to slim it down with subjects other than 
English, Maths, Science and PE being taught at the discretion of the school. D&TA believe that many schools 
fail to recognise the importance of D&T and its teaching will at best suffer, or at worst be abandoned.  Its 
campaign, called Believe in D&T is calling on the government not to ignore the significance of the subject to 
the future of the country both economically and educationally.  

CFA was a signatory to a letter of support published in The Times in November.  

Kaarin Goodburn explains why she’s put CFA’s name against those of Sir James Dyson, Sir Terence Conran, 
Wayne Hemingway and many others: “Chilled Education was created to prevent a future skills shortage in the 
food industry. We need our young people to be inspired, informed and enthused in the subject as early in their 
school life as possible. This sort of education cannot be left to chance. Relying on an inconsistent and 
piecemeal approach will not produce the calibre of school leaver or graduate the food industry needs. The 
subject is a necessity not a luxury. 

"CFA wants to see more science taught regarding food and more food in science subjects." 
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Spreading the word 
  

A range of pull-up banners have been produced, designed by CFA for members’ use at site visits, careers 
fairs, STEM and other educational events. 

They are 2000x800mm and are available in three designs: 

• CFA/general industry focus 
• Student-focused – careers options 
• Teacher-focused – promoting resources 

available from www.data.org.uk/cfa 

Pull-up banners have already been provided to 
STEMNet Northants & Milton Keynes for use at 
its events, to the University of Nottingham and 
to longstanding STEM Ambassador Diane 
Holden at Holland’s Pies (Northern Foods/2 
Sisters Food Group). 

Diane has been keeping busy in her Lancashire 
schools and is getting a great response from 
teachers involved. “Year 6 staff said the children 
had a great time and learned a lot from your 
presentation. ….you were really good with the 
children and it was a valuable learning 
experience for them." 

If you are anticipating significant activity that would benefit from any of the pull-ups please contact CFA to 
enquire about delivery. 

Follow @chilledfood on  

For further information or to be removed from this mailing list contact  

Chilled Food Association, PO Box 6434, Kettering NN15 5XT, UK  
tel: +44 (0)1536 514365 cfa@chilledfood.org  

http://www.chillededucation.org/ http://www.chilledfood.org/  
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